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C A L I F O R N I A

CALENDAR

“ Ready for the Paint Police?” is Sept. 24
Los Altos Hills Historical Society Topic

“ Ready for the Paint Police?” is architect Carroll Rankin’s
title for his presentation at the LAH Historical Society’s
Sept.24 meeting, 3-5 pm at Town Hall. He will be describing
the work that got Palo Alto’s Eichler-built Greenmeadows
and Green Gables neighborhoods listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.

Carroll Rankin is a local architect who worked as project
manager on such projects as Foothill and DeAnza Colleges,
Gunn and Awalt High Schools, and the Superior Court
Building in San Jose; to list a few of his favorites. He now
spends his time on such things as talking about historic
preservation.

A discussion and refreshment period will follow the
presentation.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Thank You to Contributors for the 9th Annual Picnic and the 50th Anniversary Gala

TTThe 9th Annual Los Altos Hills Town Picnic was held on Sunday afternoon, June 4, 2006, at the Little League fields on
Purissima Road. The event was the largest in the history of Los Altos Hills, as
over 1,400 Town residents attended. A glass mug inscribed with the Town’s

50th Anniversary logo was given to each adult in attendance at the Picnic. Some of the
glass mugs are still available and may be obtained from Town Hall for a donation of $3
for one or $5 for two. Also, a few DVD copies of the wonderful video, “The Treasures
of Los Altos Hills,” which was produced by Nancy Traficanti as part of the Town’s
fiftieth anniversary celebration, are available at Town Hall for a donation of at least $5
each.

The Community Relations Committee, which organized the Town Picnic, would like
to acknowledge the donation of beverages for the Town Picnic — beer from Half Moon
Bay Brewing Co. and wine from LAH local vintners, Belle Epoque, Molly’s Vineyard
and Byrne Park Winery.

The Committee would also like to acknowledge the generosity of many Town residents who contributed to the Town’s 50th
Anniversary Dinner Dance Gala held on January 27, 2006. Donations were: Reception wine courtesy of David & Liz Rome;
designer linens courtesy of Amir & Dusanka Rosenbaum, floral centerpieces courtesy of Bob & Jan Fenwick, programs courtesy
of Roger & Joelle Burnell, dinner wines courtesy of the Couperus, Jurvetson, Harpootlian, Mordo, Price & Warshawsky Associa-
tion, and dessert wine courtesy of Harry & Karen Emerzian.

Finally, the Community Relations Committee wishes to thank the residents of the Town for supporting all of the events this year
and in so doing - keeping the “ spirit of the Hills” alive and well!
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OOOOOOur Town has embarked on an effort to create a new elementary school district, which will
be available to all of our children in grades K through 8. Our children will be able to attend
elementary school in town, with their neighbors, and we will strengthen the sense of

community for all. (See Map in Insert - currently no public school in Town boundaries.)

Specifically the petition calls for the creation of a new K-8 school district covering all of the Hills.
This district would control the remaining school sites in Town. This district would have its own
elected school board, which would have as its sole mission the education of our public school
children through the 8th grade. As such, we would be on par with Woodside (population: 5,350) and
Portola Valley (population: 4,400), both of which are smaller than Los Altos Hills (population 7,900)
and both of which have their own neighborhood elementary school.

We anticipate that students currently in school at the time reorganization ballot passes at the polls
will have the option of being “grandfathered in” to continue attendance at their current elementary
schools. That is a standard practice under the State code (law) that defines the reorganization process.

The petition further calls for our high school students to remain in the attendance areas of Gunn
High School (PAUSD) and Los Altos or Mountain View High Schools (MVLA), effectively using the
current attendance boundaries.

PAUSD, in a letter to LAH residents, suggests that reorganizing is some kind of Pandora’s Box
where virtually anything can happen. Actually the process is governed by the California Education
Code; and only those solutions will be implemented that are supported by law, waiver, and/or special
legislation the County/State, and, ultimately, LAH voters. None of you have to worry about losing
access to Gunn in this process.

NEXT STEPS
   The petition goes first to the SCCOE (Santa Clara County Office of Education) where it is assigned to a
special committee that deals with reorganization requests, the County Committee for School District
Organization (“County Committee”). We expect some back-and-forth activity as the County Committee
does its work.

First, the County must determine whether the petition has merit and due consideration. The County has
indicated a hearing on this matter will occur on December 7, 2006.

Second, the County staff and Committee must study the reorganization options and make a substantive
decision.

Third, there is an opportunity to appeal to the State Board of Education to adopt or reject the plan.

Finally, the voters of Los Altos Hills must approve any proposed reorganization through an election. The
County Superintendent, Dr. Colleen Wilcox has estimated the reorganization process could take anywhere
from 18 months to 4 years. (See Flow Chart in Insert.)

During this time voters in our Town will be given many opportunities to hear from your City Council on
the progress of the petition and to give us input at our City Council meetings.

If you wish to give input or volunteer on this subject please contact City Clerk Karen Jost at Town Hall,
650-941-7222 or email her at kjost@losaltoshills.ca.gov.

SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION PETITION

ADOBE CREEK COLLABORATIVE

Progress on Adobe Creek Reach 5

F

 

For nearly three years now, work has been progressing by an informal
collaborative organization to achieve consensus on
a design for the future of this stretch of Adobe Creek just downstream of

Edith Avenue. The collaborative is composed
of representatives from the Santa Clara Valley Water District, creekside

residents of both Los Altos Hills and Los Altos, town representatives from both
towns, as well as four government agencies from whom permits will be required.
Tentative agreement has now been reached on a conceptual design for the future of
this part of the creek.

Known as Alternative 8, the design is intended to correct or control erosion and
flooding problems and enhance the environment in a manner that is acceptable to all
the stakeholders. Improvements are scheduled to be constructed in 2008 if no more
serious hurdles are encountered during detailed design and the government funding
is forthcoming. More information about this effort and the current plan may be seen
on the collaborative’s website at http://www.lahopenspace.com/Adobe5.

Election Information

http://www.smartvoter.org/ca/state/

   Information About the
Election on November 7, 2006

Backyard Summer Plays at
“Camp Vanderlip”

October 7, 8 Sat.,
Sun., Fall Festival 10
AM-5 PM; Info. 948-
1455

OCTOBER 23,
Monday  — Last day to
register to vote for the
November 7 election.
Forms available by
calling City Clerk at
650-941-7222

October 28, Satur-
day, 9AM - Pacific
Ridge Pony Club 14th
Annual Halloween
Horse Show Fund
Raiser, Westwind Barn;
Costume class 12Noon;
Lunch & Snacks for
sale.

November 17, Friday
Holiday Stroll Los
Altos, 5 PM. Info. 948-
1455

Mark Your Calendar!

January 10, 2007
Living with Wildlife --
Meet the Owls:
Informational Meeeting
at Town Hall; 7:30 PM-
9:30PM; Info. 941-4808

In the 4 past years Tay & Scott Vanderlip, who reside on
Fremont Pine Lane have hosted American musical theater
productions — including The Wizard of Oz, Mary Poppins,
You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown and this summer Sound
of Music. Kids from Santa Rita School and Bullis Charter
School participated. Neighbors, family and friends look
forward to each summer’s performance. Scott arranges and
plays the music, with help from other parents who make the
wonderful costumes.




